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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-19&21-30 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1, the invention relates to information storage and display 
systems that record information relating to video programming, including an electronic 
program guide processing device which is connectable to a set-top box configured to 
receive electronic program guide information. 

The closest references Mendelsohn (US 6,771 ,886) discloses a method and 
apparatus for controlling a content recording apparatus, including utilizing user 
availability criteria to determine whether content should be recorded on a recording 
device, and Lawler et al (US 5,699,107) teach a system for informing a user of an 
interactive viewing system that a selected program is available for viewing and a system 
for allowing a user to select a future program for later reminding. 

However, Mandelsohn and Lawler et al fail to explicitly disclose a digital video 
recorder connectable to a set-top box configured to receive electronic program guide 
information and broadcast audiovisual data, the set-top box including at least one 
auxiliary interface that supports communication between the digital video recorder and 
the set-top box, where the digital video recorder comprises a microprocessor configured 
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to control the digital video recorder and the set-top box, the microprocessor comprising 
an electronic program guide subsystem connected to the recorder interface to receive 
the electronic program guide information from the set-top box and to process the 
electronic program guide information to schedule recording the broadcast audiovisual 
data on the storage device. 

Regarding claim 19, the invention relates to information storage and display 
systems that record information relating to video programming, including an electronic 
program guide processing device which is connectable to a set-top box configured to 
receive electronic program guide information. 

The closest references Mendelsohn (US 6,771,886) discloses a method and 
apparatus for controlling a content recording apparatus, including utilizing user 
availability criteria to determine whether content should be recorded on a recording 
device, and Lawler et al (US 5,699,107) teach a system for informing a user of an 
interactive viewing system that a selected program is available for viewing and a system 
for allowing a user to select a future program for later reminding. 

However, Mandelsohn and Lawler et al fail to explicitly disclose a digital video 
recorder connectable to a set-top box configured to receive electronic program guide 
information, the set-top box including at least one auxiliary interface that supports 
communication between the digital video recorder and the set-top box, where the digital 
video recorder comprises a microprocessor configured to control the digital video 
recorder and the set-top box, the microprocessor comprising an electronic program 
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guide subsystem connected to the device interface to receive and process the 
electronic program guide information from the set-top box . 

Regarding claim 22, the invention relates to information storage and display 
systems that record information relating to video programming, including an electronic 
program guide processing device which is connectable to a set-top box configured to 
receive electronic program guide information. 

The closest references Mendelsohn (US 6,771 ,886) discloses a method and 
apparatus for controlling a content recording apparatus, including utilizing user 
availability criteria to determine whether content should be recorded on a recording 
device, and Lawler et al (US 5,699,107) teach a system for informing a user of an 
interactive viewing system that a selected program is available for viewing and a system 
for allowing a user to select a future program for later reminding. 

However, Mandelsohn and Lawler et al fail to explicitly disclose a method for 
communicating electronic program guide information from a set-top box configured to 
receive the electronic program guide information to a digital video recorder comprising a 
video output interface connectable to a display device and a microprocessor configured 
to control the digital video recorder and the set-top box, the microprocessor comprising 
an electronic program guide subsystem, where the method further comprises 
communicating the electronic program guide information from the set-top box to the 
electronic program guide subsystem. 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





6/30/06. 



' IamesJ.Graody 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 



